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They loved Paris — and each other

-~ Paris Was a Woman
~, (Unrated) A Zeitgeist release

N Geks, bread Bresy g et

Nathieg qoite finks up. Except in '
Beach s endeaing TV interview fron

etvia
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~ Adocumentary by Grela Schitler
- Extiusively at the Ciguma. Village.
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- By Bob Camphey
' STARLEDGER STAFY

The  velled message  of  Grely
Schiller's  new docmnentary is nol
- Unly that “Paris Wis 2 Woman,” but
Ehal she was a woman who loverd
Oiler women. Schiller's combination
o culioral istory and FOSAIPY scrap-
- ook is ghued Lagether by a sormehat
- Covert agenda.

The filea purports to be a corree-
- Hve tnbute (o the etpancipated und
- creative females who served art N
 literature on the Left Bank in the 208
- and "30¢. but were long overshadowed
- BY male contemporaries like Ernest
- Hemingway, James Joyce and Pablo
. Pleasso, However, writer Andrea
- Weiss's real foous 15 narrower $till,
* The movie's true preoecupation is the
;e und fall of tesblan undons in this
. miiley.

= Porlunately, thiz slant tigildights
. Boune jntriguing couples and individy-
g the “married” Gertrude Stein and
Alive B, Toklas, acerbic Japel Flaniner
(e New Yorker's “Genet”). witly
bovkseller-publisher  Sylvia  Beach
and aristocratic novelist Diuna Bay-
BES dre among Lhe bold young women
who staked out 3 bew way of life i §
Wieran city.

FadOT a0l W iven b TR
nor-gay culiure heeolnes us dancer

the B3, few of the maior lglires are
encountered  fuce-to-lace. 'The
flinmuakers are vedueed 1o interview-
vy the aged housekeeper of one late
salonekeeper  Tie  interpretations
provided by Whe yuest experts reek of
s academie eMhodoxy. Released i
temm. the Gl s us techimically shaky
I8 lstorieally patehy and themg.
Liendy evasive.

A potentdal fatal werdess is that
none ol these women, with the Argu-
able exceptions ol Stein and Barnes,
tried Gut Lo be niag of lusting im-
port. IFstdtural history ean be seen ae
4 Ofgomg Mm producion, they weye

Lhe helow-Lheline CPOW. Thew Mo

COILADWIONS were wg popkseliers
publishers of it agayzines and
MUsLresses of salong, Fren thelr rela.
Wonships don't set 4 particularly 1.
erating example. Toklas. Steln'y lover,

SUPHESLS the ¢lassic patronized stle of

bhie aetisi

it wouid seems that Lhie period's
IMUNE Serious women artists and writ.
TS prefeired lo stay away fron L
COZY, Ineestuious milieu. But Ly b fair,
the movie doesnt make prand vigips
ur angone oxeept Yein. Apd el
1S casyul Appyoach, while frustrit.

S Ing, i3 alsy diswrming. A sligholy

skewed angle vun be niore reveuling
than the view from dead conter.

Even if “Pards Was A Wamug” BHE
Lo make 4 profound casge for ity fermaje

bolduess and dash of their CRCaApe
from  copvention. Their nerve Wi

Sk e g s —

PUSLACTINE Ty wrapup doesn't, gy
weuy lrom the grim, na eseivipiiied
Barnes deseent i lonely
sy, oy fhe

SHRIIEIVE
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DUPIe miav e CUIAWHY Alneiiran el
(ess Mataho Barnee aud e vefindiy
Dedutiiul paioter-uver o Vi
Brogks. Detiantly und pubiiciy oy,
bl they wepe Popadariiern of San.
PEOG poetey, piblishors of the FFTRTIOY
biztully Wed 1 Anszen BoalesRe
UL 48 " HOLOIOUS™ Sty o ey provdly
PNl

Baruey and Brooks sy A1) i
Italy broadeasting faseist ooy
alongside the misogenst By Found,
Lherely affirming Ve Cchichie by
strange bedlellows eesr gitered
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| creators, il does commuicale the
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dnaephine Baker and author Colelie

\though Schilier triumphantly comes }

vigor come through despite the stale
treatment.
R With 4 photi of Colelte in male | The movie ends predictably with
clothing). The only male given sympa- | $L0ck shots of the Germn LECU.
tiitie play, surprisingle, is Picasso. Ay T i s
a dnend of Bteli'y, he's in on g pass.
- Admltalon for Joyee's WIiting is un- |
- derdul by storn over bis fiscal “he-
trayal” of Beach andgd Hemingway is
- characiedaed us o capricious, over.
- grown child,

- The  material 13 lnteresting
onough to deserve frank, in-depth ey-
ploration. But the movie has the
washed-off, vhce-overdightly feel of an
ofthand journalis assignment. Badly
WU Interviews with seholars and 3
handful of surviving hangers-on e
spliced into the uswal jumble of news.
veel tootuge, SUUI pliotos and period

g ol
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