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The man who risked his
life for Nelson Mandela

ST e e " CAELY f-'!ll{s

N four days time South
Africa goes to the polls The
ANC (Afriean  National
Congress) wilk almost cer-
tainly get back n. But as
Nelson Mandela steps down
from the post of president, the
electinn marks the end of an era.

Vandela, Bl in July, bas
arguably been the mast charismal:

ie leader the country has known.

However, he could not hnave
achieved what he did alone. His
supporters were crucial. Une of
the most unlikely was a white
English theatre directar Cccil
williams, who risked his life for
Mandela at a pivotal time tn his
life His story, long forgotirn, has
just been turned into a [ilm, The
NMan Who Drove With Mandela,

sturring Corin Redgrave.
Cecll Wiliams was a tall man

“with nn arislocratic bearing,
- thoueh his origins had been hum-

ble enough — he wns the kon of a
Cornigh {ronmounger. A grammar
¢ hool scholarship boy he first set-

| lle_q-in South Africa in 1028.
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flashed past and cignalled them o
stop. Williams asked: “Who are
these iven”” but they both already
knew, Mandela, military-fit, con-
sidered making a run for it, but
the sight of two more cars, full uf
police, changed his mind.

The two of them were arrested

and locked In separate cells.
Mandeia wasn’t to know it then,
but he was looking at the begin-
nln&ol' 27 vears behind bars.
Williams was released the next
day. Returning to his car. he noted,
with some triumph, that the police
had found neither Mandela's gun

nor his notebook. He took them to
b AR thran rraimvcidorerd] hHie
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Working as an English teacher,
he lived in Johannesburg, which
he found “a gangster's moll of =

mining town”. Among his puplls

at the stufly, elitist school where
he worked was John Bretl, later
the railways chiel of pallee
williams made a big impression
nn Brott - so much so that years
jater he was able to call upon him
for a erucial favour

It's not clear exactly why he was
chosen for the task, but in August
1962, Willinms was asked to meet
Nelson Mandela in Rotswana and
smuggle him back into the coun:
try. Cortainly he was known ad A
tiberal who had jained thc coun-
iry’s flrst anti-fascist organisa-
tion. the Springbok Leglon. A kind

of trades union for solliers, the

Legion was almosi unique In not
operating a colour har.

In 92 Mandrin was the most
wanled man in Saurth Alfrica.
pubbed the Black Pimpernel, he
was an clusive revolutionary, pres-
1dent of the ANC and the most
AsTigersuc thern 2 the govern
ment's sille.

Having derided that the ANC's
long cherished policy of nnn.
violence wasn't working, Mandela
had perstaded thc muvement that
it was time to fight. He had spent
the year abrnad iearning How.

The man Cecil Williams picked
up in his big Austin Westminster
had left the country a (rainee revo-
lutionary. and come back an

expert. Tratned by thc Emperor’'s

Guards in Ethiopia. Mandela
could now make — and avoild —

| small bombs and mines, use an

automatic rifle, plot a guerrilla
war and start a revolution His
parting gift frum his Ethiopian
masters was an automatle rifle
and 200 rounds of ammunition.
They were af incongruous pair.
Cecil Willlams, the we!l-spoken
ga?r theatre director, who had
helped bring tolerance of homo-
sexuality into the anti-apartheid
movement: Mandela, in army
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_gpirits Mandela wus back were he

b

Wijliams's chauffeur

Lelonged. e
The gun tucked betwéen the
seats, Maundela ,posed A
 ch r 1 told him
afterwarde he was a danm fool,”

* e T

_says Bill Williams, Cecil’s_older
_ byother, 91 _and living in London.
“7He was In his owp _cap_#nd in

Yeulhi Africa. I you wnrn gn the
~ blacklist_you were trackegd 45 500N

—

as vou stopped for ;n.-n:ol-,"ﬂ

But Greta Schiller dipggior of

the film. says: "A flashy cAt'would
be just what you would expect a
black man to be chauffeuring. And
1 suppose there was a certain
naivety and iInnocente, the sense |

Yhigine you have when you are

launching a revolution and you
are young and helleve it’s all going
tc work out

1I'hey sliﬁped acrass the horter
at midnight, driving across the
country to Durban; they then
planned to gn tn Johannesburg.
Though It was winter. the weather
~vas beautifal. Natal, on thr enst
coast, remains green all yesr, and
while they admived the view they
discussed sahotage.

Williams Urgught Mandela up to
date with events, and Mandela in
his enthuginsm spoke lreely
Noting that the highway from
PDurban to Johanneshurg runs
paralicl with the railway, Mandela
m:ude a note about sabotaging it.

. They pever made il lo
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the ANC, then considered his
optlons. They were few: going
underground, risking house
artes, orleaving the country.

With the help of Brett, his for-
mer pupil, and promjsing to forgo
any future political activity,
Williams returned to Britain.

Bill Williams, who also lived in
South Africn for 8 while, romem-
hers the miseries of apartheid
well. “There was 30 much hate in
that counitry Evcrvone hated
something or somebody. | man-
aged a shop, and If there was cver
a burglary [t wag always assuned
it wus the blacks.

“We were very glike in many
ways,” says Bill of his brother. "As
youngsters we were both very reli-
gious and thought of becoming
parsong.

. . -*The hamosexyal thing was a

mystery to me for vears,” contin-
ves Bill. “Looking back, 1 can
recognise it but | couldn’t then.
Cecilanade a great effort t0 get out
of it at one time. He even got tu the
stage of arranging to Marry a o,
but it felt through.”

HEN, after the war;
Cecll bceame a the-
atre  director in
Johannesburg, the
two birothers moved
in different circles,
the younger entertaining the likes
of Danny Kave and Laurence
Olivier at parties.

On his return to Britain in the
early Sixties Cecil Williams was
able to pick up his theatre career.
“He toured Europe leaching
theatre,” says Bill, *‘and he put on
plays i Londnn.”

Willtams died, aged 70, in 1979,
Sadly he hadn't lived to see the

final act — Ncelson Mundela's
relcase from jail, his election a3
president, and ' the end of
apartheld.

® The Man Who Drove With
Mandela, at the ICA, Londor until
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sp te tha horrors of apartheld

June 3, will be followed by

Johannesburg, howaver. A few
screenings around the country

fatigues, plotiing to overthrow the
hours out of Durban, a Ford V-8

government. They werc in high



