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Most people are familiar with
the story of Neison Mandcia
(insct), who spent vears in a
Soguth African prison in the
game of eguality. But Mandeln
didn't fight alone. Several peo-
ple were on the front lines or
working quictly Oy his side, One
f those individuals was Cecid
Williams (abowve), and his story
i being told i the fAlm “The
Man Wha Drove With Mandelz”

In the early 1960s, Mandeals
traveled ncognito across South
Africa, organizing armed rebel-
Hon against the apartheid
regime. Drtvinng 4 gleaming
AUSTIN Westiniinsier, he was dis-
guised as the chauffeur for an
npeccably-dressed white man.

That man was Cecld Williams - a2

leading Johannesburg theater
director, a2 commited freedom
fighter and a gav man,

The BZ-minwe, ¢olor movie
i% 35 Much 8 doCimentiary about
the people and history of South
Abrica as it is Willilams’ story. A
movimg picture nstory tale, it
takes viewses from the bBégine
nings of the country, to British
rule, through apariheid, and into
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prezent  dJday  nmes  when
Mandels was slected president
of g democratic South Africa.

The story of Williams is told
through  flashbacks, home
movies and monologues (basced
on Willlams' own writings) by
actor Corin Redgrave, Williams
journeys from Comwall, where
he was born the son of 2 black-
siith, 0 the paolitical struggtes
of South Africa in the 19408 and
‘205 Add o that the ficr thar
Willinmis wias oay at 2 time when
the world of homoscxuals was
dden, But Willumnes continued
(0 nise s status a3 one of the
country s most wellknowrn the-
dgter producers to break down
Barriers.

e didn't wear us like boys
and gids, He treated us hke
caquals” says a South Africun
aciress i the flm about
Witliarms' impact. |

The film, direcied by Greta
aChilier, is a heanfelr story
Williams becomes more than
just a bngure i history; audi-
ences want um (¢ overcome
the obstacles in his Hfe

When Mandcia and Williams
are  caughi by the police,
Mandels is sent o serve out his
long prson term, and Williams
goes underground and fleces o
Lendon, where hie died in exgle
in 1978, Mamdela mself makas
4 cameo in the fim, discussing
the bie of Williarms.

- Kimpyette Finlay

“The Man Who Drove With
Mandela™ is showing at the
Cleveland Cinemathegue on
september Oth ar 8:35 pom., and
of} September Ith at 730 om.
The ocinemathiegue is located
inside the Cleveiand Tnstitute of

Art. 11141 East Blvd. For moce
(216 421-
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