but 18 mest intaresting member Tiny
was, a8 8he says, “a litule husting
lady’’ who washed and ironed the
other women's white shirts for 80
cents aplece. She also made bologna
sandwiches and scouted up soda for
the women when they couldn’t get
gerved (n the south becauss they
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Life: Tiny and Ruby and how they played
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s ¥ In the 4Cs, Lows Armswong and Cab
Gty K Calloway, among others, came and
,,,,, i swood 1o Whe wings o listan Lo Den
Lataer har band played cppoaita

Armsurong and Fletcher Hendarson

. and jammed with many jazz greats. 1
could have played with Count Basie,
Cab Calloway-—the greatest,’ Tiny
says. "“But I loved them gals o much.
They ware some sweet gala.” Onsuags,
she played only with women, dut
afler hours ahe played with whoever
was playing in the same town,; ths
idea wus to maks music all of her
wakxing lifes,
Tiny (8 bleesed with a feminine
versian of Louis Armstrond’s voilce—
deep and gravelly. She gings and mugs
Just iike ha did. “I was butch cpn the
horn,” she laughs, “I blsw it liXe Pops
[Armstrong], better than Bix
(Biederbecks) I used my tongus, I was
real public, I wanted you o 56 it My
breaks and muggin’ were first-clasg.”

Afvar Worid War II, work {or womean
became acarce, and woman musicians
were not immuns. Tiny and Ruby
decided 1o astabiish a permansnt Zig
for thamaelves, and (n ths early 6Cs
they opensd a club, Tiny and Ruby’s
Gay Spot, on Scuth Wentworth
Avenua. Afllar thair property went o
the gity for the Dan Ryan Expressway
i3 1968, the two women went back o
playing other people'’s clubs. Thsy

o played at Big Mike’'s in Old Tbwn, the

| e Ernesting "Tiny” Davis | Brasa Ratl in tha Loop, and othsr

e e et clubs in and around Chicago untid
Ernesuns *“Tiny” Davis sull blows he The film Schiller and Weiss put Tiny's artriiis put them out of
trumpet down and dirty with {rends together, interspersing ald clipe & winess.

who drop by the neat green Irams Tiny and fuby, inlerviews Ths two films will be shown torught
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}'ouse she sharss with Ruby Ranal with former band members, |
Paelan Lucas tn North Cm::{.go. nsar  and scenes filmed {n thalr at 7 at the Music Box Theatre, S7Z3 N.
Waukegan. They haven't played home, opens the Chicago Southiport; ticketg are $5.50. A
professionally, however, since 1982, F{immakers Lasbian and reception at 5:30 will honor Tiny and
whean Tiny developed such severe Gay International ¥Film PgUby. who Rromzse Lo play a Quen;
artnritis in her knees she could no Festival on Friday, tckets for the recepuion and fms are
longer stand for hours. But a sesgon October 7. Along with $8. For informaticn call 281-8788.
taped at their house 8 coupie years Tiny & Ruby, Schiller ——Florence Hamlish lLevinsonn
a&0 by fllmmakers Andrea Weiss and and Weisss The -

Greta Schilier, the makers of Before International
S8tonswall reveals thatl herpowarcn Sweethearta of
the horn has not diminished much Rhythin will also
She is suill, in her words, *“loud, wild, be screened. This
and fat"” Ruby hasn't 106t har powear film makes it clear
either; she can still beat a mean arum that Tiny was not
and play a mellow piano. only the Star

Tiny first Zained fame asa memberof  performerof

the International Sweethsarts of tha band,

Rhyur. Whe {irst interracial all-
WwWOImnan iacs band, which toured the
States 1o the d0s. When the
Sweelhserts breke up at the end of
werid War I, Tiny left her husband
and starmed ner own three-piece band,
with Rury-—whom she nad met at a
pany o Ransas City—as drummer.
The twC women have played wogethsr

1N all-woman bands sver aince. Ruby
and Tiny wers ‘‘thrown out of Kansss

City,” Tiny says, her broad wink and
the gmn exchangsed with Ruby
indicaurng that their open sexual
liaison had gotlen therm into troubls.

They weren't much fazed, apparently.
Tiey came to Chicado, set up
nousexeeping, and began w wour.
They piaysed across the couniry and
N the Caombbean islands with theur
Dand—Tiny Davis and Her Hell
overs.
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