27 Bmadway{ wvanth ﬁoor,

low York, NY

Paris Was a Woman
Dir. Greta Schiller. 1996. N/R.
77mins. Documentary.

keeper, the ladies hiked to feast on par
tridges at their rowdy receptions. In addi-
tion to recalhing the time Djuna Barnes, a
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slick-tongued sensuahist and pumm,r of
“the New Journalism,” was rescued by o
firefighter from the high-rise butlding she
scaled forastory, the filme also supports
the women's generally held opinton that
James Joyee wias an ungrateful lour who
hetrayed his publisher, Sylvia Beach, the
moment Random House came calhny
Fornest Hemingway fares somewhat bet-
ter. One might think the literary he-man
would shy awiy from @ crew of quirky
leshians, but dL((lI{]}n}_‘t(}P ach. he frc
quently a companied them o sport (< out-
s inand around Pans,

Snippets of the present-day Gty are
interspersed with archival {footage 01
the cultural centers of the time: Be ach's
near-mythical  English  bookshop,
Shakespesnre & Co., and La Maison des
Amis des Livres, her lover Adnienne
Monnier's French counterpart across the
street—not  to mention  the much.
frequented home of Steinand Toklas.

Throughout the film, a narrator reads
from Janet Flanner’s “Letter from Pans,”
published regularly (under the pseudo-
nym Genet) in the newly established
New Yorker Asshechronicles the mc1p1
ent crawl of fascism, Flanner register
her own imprssions of this gaggle v
revolutionarv expats. It's enough to
make you leave your spouse and MOVE 11
Paris, as so many of these women did
Or at least stage a sit-in at the recently
shuttercd Shakespeare & Co. on the
Upper West Side. (Opens I1; Quad)
—K ristan Scluller

A brief but fascinating portrait of the
fomale artist= who converged upon
Paris's Left Bank i ihe 19208, Paris Was
a0 Woman s o 77 animute ride back
time. Directed by Gretr Schiller, the docs
amentary provides pencetraung sketen-
e of  such lumin aries as Colette,
Certrude Stein and Gisele Freund, as
wellas theera's lesser-known figures, m-
cluding  Adrienne  Monner, l)]mm
arnes and Marie Laurenain, .
Wonderfully detatled - night downto
itm,hmnidmyd Stemn's hareuts - Pares
s anything but =stodpgy. According o
calon hostess Natalie Barney's house
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IVE ENGAGEMENT

ARTS FRIDAY, NOV. 8th

CRITICS™ PICKS

1. Breaking the Waves (Angehka.
Sony Lincoln Square) Von Trnier's ode
10 Scottish seas and romantic
martyrs will break your heart,

The Champagne Safarl (Cinema
Vilage) The drary of a madman
whom F. Scott woulg have loved.

Le Samourai (MOMA)} The gangster
pIC reduced to essentais. A must,

. Romeo & Jullet (iocal thealers)
Decadently revisionist, Luhrmann’s
Dic turns the lovers’ tragic tumble
0Llo an apocalyplic nge,

S. Paris Was a Woman (Quad) The City
of Lights burns with female genus.

6. Hypel (Sony Village) Sieepiess in
Seatlle, the grungesters tell all,

Caté society: Ladies at lunch in Pans.
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TS ENOUGH TO MAKE YOU LEAVE EYOUR
SPOUSE AND MOVE TO DARIS.” -1ime our New YoRK

827 Bmadwa saventh floor,
New York, NY 10012

*x Paris Was a Woman Dir. Grela Schuller.
1996. N/R. 77mins Documentary This fasar-
nating, wonderfully detailed portrait of the fe-
male artists who converged upon Pans’s Left
Bank in the 1920s includes penetrating sketches
- of such luminaries as Colette, Gertrude Sten,
Gisele Freund and Djuna Barnes. Smippets of h

the present-day city are inierspersed with
archival footage of the cultural centers of the

time: Les Deux Magots, Beach's near-mythical

MAGNITIQUE® fEarpii ELLIGENT

AND

bookshop, Shakespeare & Co., and the much fre-

quented homeof Stemdnd Toklas It'senoughto -HEW YORK POST QEVEAU HG’,

make you leave your spouse and move to Parns, g _ q

l assomany of these women did, ((Quad}—~KS I%,.SC‘HAI 'HG" VAN oo NEW YORK TIMES
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NOW pLAY]NGu ON 13th ST, BET. 5th & 6th AVES 255-3800

Andrea Weiss [Jurdors, 5 World Trade Con-
ter al tie corner o Cliarch and Vesey Sts (859-
KO19). Subway: C.FE fo World Trade Ceniter
(ffmz ZIE Weiss eppears mconpunction wiih
the releasc of the simadaptation of her ook,
Furis Wasa Do,




