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Cecil Williams

THE MAN WHO DROVE WITH MANDELA
is the portrait that director Greta
Schiller made of the now deceased
Cecil Williams. The white English-
man  Williams was not only a
famous theatre director and ani-
mated political activist, but also a

homosexual. In the fifties -

apartheid was still taken for grant-

ed - this caused him many prob-
lems in South Africa.
In 1928, Williams moved from

Great Britain to Johannesburg to
teach: After World War II, he

‘joined the Springbok Legion, an
‘antifascist Orgarusatmn in which

blacks and white were treated as

‘equals

One of Wllhams s most strik-

ing feats was the way he supported -

Nelson Mandela in the organisa-
tion of an armed rebellion against
the apartheid regime. He smug-

-gled the future president into

Mandela

South Africa with an equally sim-

ple and brilliant disguise: Mandela

posed as the driver of the rich,

white theatre director. The deceit
was revealed and Mandela was
arrested; what happened to
Williams is shown in the docu-

mentary,

Schiller  alternately  shows

interviews With friends (including |
president Mandela himself), fami-

ly and people from the theatre and
the gay scene, and footage from

newscasts, videos from gay circles

and some monologues by actor
Corin Redgrave, based on notes by

Williams.

Images of the theatre man
himself are lacking. Schiller: “We
have searched for authentic mate-

‘rial with Williams, but we only

found one old recording of a radio

- play, in which he played a support-

ing part. We did not consider it
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representative of him.” |
Apart from a po-rtra1t of a gift-

ed, passionate and committed

man, the documentary also pro-

vides an image of the underground
-political activities of the equally

underground gay scene of South
Africa in the fifties. It-is remark-
able that Williams - who returned
to England when he was banished
after his famed ride with Mandela -
did not really worry about the pos-
sible consequences of his political
activities. He was mainly anxious
that he would be caught by the
police when practlslng his homo-
sexuality.

Schiller also links Willlams's
ties with Mandela to the tfact that

recently South Africa, as the first
country in the world, explicitly laid

down the protection of gays
against discrimination in the COT-

stitution. ( NS)



