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[oving — and Leaving -

Your Country

art of our fascination with World
War H is wondering how institu-
tionalized bigotry and scapegoating

wuldhappen(m.anaﬁomlseale,asitdid
with the rise of

the brunt of the

guilt. Witness a book like Hitler's Willing

Executioners, which blames the German

people for tacit approval of the Holocaust.

she's still amazing even when you can't

soe her) The film then starts at their -

childhood, showing them to be precocious
andawam.Uponadulthood,thepairwind
up in decadent 1920s Berlin. Erika is a

vlesbiana.ndxlausisgay,soﬁttinginto

the cabaret-theatre art demimonde is a
cinch for the pair. While this was an easy
escape from the gathering gtorm for
many artists, over time, Klaus and Erika
become more and more outspoken about
the evils of fascism in their midst.

Like most Germans, Erika thought
"politics is for the politicians”; but that
changedovertime.Erikala'rernotedina
Swiss television interview, "I overrated the

Germans." For

posthumously,
like most of his
books; the novel
is about a stage
ormer who's
fallen in with the
Nazis. He also
founded several
literary journals,
in America and England, that allowed
“other Germans" to warn the rest of the
world about the Nazis.
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However, we don't hear enough about "the
_Other Germany" — those people who were
outspoken in their criticism of Hitler and
. the Nazi party. Many wound up in con-
" centration camps in the early 1930s as
; various rights were whittled away. Others
- were "fortunsate” enough to pursue self-
: exile, leaving behind their families,
friends, and lives in the process.

~ 'Two such people were Erika and Klaus
‘Mann, the two eldest children of
“renotwned writer Thomas Mann. Born
{ within two years of one another, they

| were often referred to as "the twins" or as

:a couple. As talented as their father; be-

" Erika was an actress, writer, lecturer, and
‘ theatre director — her play The Pepper

. Mill, a critique of the Nasis, toured Eu-

‘rope to great success throughout the
. 1930s. The relationship of this extraordi-

- ‘nary pair, and the times they lived.

through, are explored in Escape to Life, a
documentary that blends traditional tech-
_niques including interviews and with
.reenactments, archival footage, and
i dramatizations of Klaus Mann's writings.
" Different and yet not disjointed, this
unique approach stems from the film hay-
. ing two directors with unique styles: An-
 drea Weiss (Before Stonewall and Paris
Was 2 Woman) and Wisland Speck (best

" - known for Westler: East of the Wall).

Escape to Life begins with Klaus and

' Erika "interviewing” each other, using the

voice-over narrations of Vanessa and

" Colin Redgrave upon the Manns' tour of

* America at the beginning of their exile
from Germany. (If you're a Vanessa Red-

. grave fan, this movie will not disappoint;
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Escape to Life charts two powerful dy-
namics. The first is the personal: the sib-
lings gite each other unconditional love
and support and deal with being creative
in their own right while dealing with
their remote, powerful, and famous fa-
ther. The film's other arc chronicles an
outspoken pair of pacifists at a time of
growing militarism. Eventually, the
strain of dealing with being political out-
casts, and then actually cast out of their
native country, causes them to split
apart. While Erika became more and
more preeminent, Klaus finds himself
To get out of Germany, Erika winds up
marrying gay British poet W. H. Auden
(after Christopher Isherwood turned her
down), even though she has a long-
standing lesbian relationship. Klaus
eventually gets to America and is able to
becoms a citizen and even gets to fight in

land. Part of his work is to write anti-
Nazi leaflets. Sadly, Klaus killed himself
at an early age, and Erika left America
after being hounded out during Mec-
Carthy period.

The skiliful combination of different
the subtle and defiant ways the Manns not
only defied fascism, but even got their fa-
ther to go from tfaciturn to openly vocal
about Germany's dark side. Combined

“with the recent Turner Classic Movies doo-

umentary about Marlene Dietrich and her
anti-Nazi activities, Fiscape to Life is a won-
derful testament to a patriotic love for one's
country, and the need to leave it when
what you're defending ceases to exist.




