a Woman

ﬂ, S . i Written by Andrea Weiss, directed by Greta Schi ller
| ' ' B (Zeitgeist Films)
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here are many legendary lesbians and
leshian refuges trom the past, but none
are as colebrated and doted upon as
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the community of artists, writers and

: “ academics who nestled on Paris’s Left

Bank in the 1g20s. If you've absorbed
only snippets of information about the
i" B bold and luxurious women who loved women during this

e R e . neriod, a new film, Paris Was a Woman, is your ticket to a
| ) | | _. X & \what was an admittedly

S

Yo rich time --culturally
i ...... and r()meitlli(‘any. ~<

(Who knows-—--one day
historians may say the
same about you and your
circle in the East Village.)
H you're the type that
already has cats named
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Gertrude and Alice, this

filin is going to hie a
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4 virtual wet dream. But i,

amasasuesl |1k c me, (0 the past you
%' have been at all inddined to roll your eyes at the

L FS L
- .. L

ML LA S RO
ke ™ e

mention of Gertrude Stein and Alice B Toklas,
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declaring foudly that they are poster girls for
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leshian grannies only, then you may bein for a big
surprise. Parts Was a Waorman protiies authors
Stein, Colette, Djuna Barnes and The New Yorker
cortespondent Janet Flanner, painteis Romaine

0

Brooks and Marie Laurencin, photographers
serenice Abbott and Gisele Freund, publishers and
hooksellers Sylvid Beach and Adrienne Monnter as
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e = fTTCTIS (YOS, ke the TV show). Using new research,
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recently discovered home movies and photographs with
interviews aiid anecdotes, director Greta Schiller {Before
Stonewall) has made these infamous womet seem reil——
YOUg, adventurous, idealistic, silly and inthimate. The film
sives you a true sense of the freedom that these women
rebelling against societal conventions found together,
and how their intense encergies and passions defined the
cmn_.#'_m'iii!y i which they made their lives and work,

The lilmakers are also quite faithful to the period,
making Paris Was « Worman an engaging and stylish labor
of love, And on a funny note, have you ever wondered
how the whole lesbians/cats association statted? 1 don’t
have a clue, but | chuckled heartily over how many cats
are prominently featured in photos and home imovies of
these sophisticated lesbians of the past. Now someone
should make o movie about that!

Cathay Che also contributes to Time Out New York, Details,
VH 1 and Party Talb topm Wednesdays on Channel 33),
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