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Film Fest Report

The 12th Seattle International Film Festival
is off and running. As [ write, we're only
into the first week. but it's been a week

of frenetic activity, with a lot more

on the way.

The opening night film. La Bamba. told
the story of Rock "n’ roil star Ritchie Val-
ens. His claim 1o fame was not just that he
died in the same plane crash with Buddy
Holly and The Big Bopper; he produced
some early rock classics, such as ~Come
On. Let's Go.” " Donna,” and “"La
Bamba.’* The Valens' story was presented
as a veritable dream-come-true fantasy
tale. with first rate performances from Lou
Diamond Phillips as Valens and Esat Mor-
ales as Valens’ brother Bob.

Luis Valdez, Bamba s director, was On
hand for opening night, as were three
members of the Valens (actually Vai-
enzuela) family, including brother Bob.
Valdez spoke movingly about his expen-
ence in making the film, which he felt
clearly illustrated America as the veritable
promised land; the Valenzuela family
appeared to be more 1ll-at-case. After the
question and answer period, the crowds
moved on to Neighbors night club for the
opening night gala celebration.

The first weekend of the festival
included screenings of several films now
on regular theatre runs. Miss Mary 1S the
story of an English governess who arnves
in Argentina in 1938 to look after the chil-
dren of a family living on a grand country
estate. Julie Chrisue shines as the! title char-
acter. fighting to keep a tight grip on her
emotions. which nonetheles run away from
her by the film’s conclusion.

Gothic is the new Ken Russeli feature.
(he seems to be caught up in the Steven
Spieiberg technique of throwing tood
around and making great messes). ft's a
heady blend of fact and fantasy, centering
on a weekend with the poet Lord Byron.
holding court on his estate. and his viSItors,
Percy Shelley and his fiance Mary God-
win. along with other guests. Ghosts and
evil spirits run rampant through the estate,
and it's frequently difficuit to know 1f what
vou re seeing is actuaily happening or if
it's mercly some wild dream being con-
cocted in a character's brain. Russell’s
crandiose touch was not as successtul in
this teature. with oo much going on in the
way of action and not enough that was {Cr-
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ribly interesting. You'd probably get more
thrills if you read Mary Shelley’s Franken-
stein on a dark and dreary mght.

There was no doubt. however that a roll-
ercoaster ride was just the ticket for Evi/f
Dead 1I: Dead bv Dawn. the first mid-
nighter, which drew a healthy sized (and
scary looking) crowd. Those who attended
say the mix of humor and gore was just
right, so if you've a taste for such things.
you re sure to find this film unbelievably
entertaining. For myseif, seeing the trailer
in which a headless ghoul starts cutting
itseif in half with a chainsaw was enough.

My favorite films so far have been two
documentaries. Greta Schiller/Andrea
Weiss' 30-minute film International Sweet-
hearts of Rhvthm and Geoffrey Dunn/
Mark Schwartz's Miss or Myth? Sweei-
hearts looked at the women's jazz band of
the same name, whose heyday was in the
*40s. Being an interracial outfit, the group
faced a lot of discrimination. particularly
in the South. where the white members
would have to hide when police amved to
check out reports that there were whites 1n
what was supposed to be an all black band.
The audience groaned as the film ended.
obviously wanting to see (and hear) more,
and | myself wished I could rush out and
buy a whole new wardrobe of 40's style
clothes.

Miss or Mvth ? was a different matter ail
together. The film examined the Miss Cal-
ifornia Pageant, held in Santa Cruz. and a
nval pageant held by feminist groups.
entitled **Myth California.”” Pageant otfi-
cials are bewildered by the groups protest-
ing, claiming they are concerned with
working for women's rights, and the man-
on-the-street fails to see the connection
between women wearing bathing suits on a
stage and violence against women. From
the **Myth"* camp. ""Miss Behavin'. " a
one-time fashion model hersli, constructs a
bathing suit made entirely of meat. and
throws her blood on the steps of the
auditorium where the Miss California Pag-
eant is being held. The film as a whole was
extremely powertful. and as director Mark
Schwartz noted afterwards, both sides
were well represented. he said that pageant
otficials even armanged for the nim to
screen at thetr own conlerences, in order
tor other groups o sec how 10 best deal
with unruly proestors.

In honor of Paramount studios’ 75th
Anniversary, free films are being scre¢ned
at both the Egyptian and the Market. Both
It (with Clara Bow) and Morocco (with
Gary Cooper and Marlene Dietrich) went
down exceptionally well, and you can be
sure it "1l be great seeing such classics as
Sunser Boulevard (5/30, 2:30 p.m.,
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e May 31, Dennis Hopper day at the Egyptian, with The Last Movie
| being shown at 4 p.m., and a special "Evening with Dennis Hopper”
kicking off at 7 p.m., with Hopper on hand to give 2 talk and answer |
questions, and the screening of American Fniend.
e Also at the Egyptian, Straight to Hell, June 5, 9:30 p.m,, the new
Alan Cox feature (Repo Man and Sid and Nancy) Prick Up Your

Ears, June 6, 9:30 p.m.

noodle making.

e Special Poster Auction June 7,3:30 p.m.

e Good Morning Babylon June 7, 7:30 p.m.

| @ The Golden Space Needle Awards presentation June 8, 7.30 p.m.
You can still place your votes for Space Needle nominees; look for
the entry boxes in the lobbies of both theatres.

e At the Market Theatre final days will be taken up with a specaal f
Ausstrian Trilogy, with films screened June 1-3 at 7 p.m., and thewr
last film being Tampopo, June 6, 9:30 p.m. all about the joys of

Egyptian), Double indemniry (5/31, 12:30,
p.m. Miarket) and Chinatown (6/6, 12:30
p.m., Egyptian) with a wildly appreciative
Film Festival audience. Just be sure to
arrive early, especially for shows at the
Market.

The Secret Festival? Sssssssshhhhh.






